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AUTHORS NOTE 


This booklet has not been written in any controversial or 


antagonistic It is not an attack on s religious 
Bish It denki with a theory. net wih Germosticies : Meee ce 
those who hold the British-Israe! are carnest, devout 


ing of tither Old or New Testaments. | would, therelore, urge 
them to study carefully every Scripture to which | refer, and to 
please keep in mind that my purpose is to help them get at the 
real truth of this subject, In the words of St. Paul | would ask 
them, “Arm 1 therefore become your enemy because I tell you 
the truth?” RERS 


INTRODUCTION 


is one of a series of pamphlets ed under the 
aua the Comishinnion. ca the Ohristi Faith a 
by the General Council of The United Church of Can The 


Joux Lixer, © 1.5, 
Chairman, Commision on the Christian Faith. 
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shall henceforth be printed in the fly leaf of the material issued 
by the Commission. 


Resolution adopted by the Tweljth General Council 


Cory, Cawapa, 1947, ay 
Tee Unm» Cuuacn Pustmnsa Howse, Toronto. 
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British-Israelism 
Is It Christian? 


What is British-Israclism? According to its leading exponents and 
their voluminous literature, it is the theory that the Ang popen 
en 





their Ki of Israel was overthrown by Sargon of Assyria 
were carried off into near, in Assyria and never returned. Instead of 
aa 


Normans. 

rors also told that alter the destruction of ity the * 586 —* 
erem the prophet, exaped to Egypt accom n ughter 
King Zedkiah. From there they went — ireland whdoe they felon x cates 
et 


oe ierta, maia paetara UA Rage stone which Jacob used for a 
i at and it is now under the Coronation Chair of the British 
in Westminster A . So they assure us that the throne of 

is throne of David and the lion on the King’s royal standard is the 
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and Christ will come in 

on David's throne and the whole world will be “under the British banner 

of love, joy, . ete, because Isracl is to be the heir of the 
"Why Britain Will Never Be Destroyed.” Bolt. p, 

assured is —* —— — —— 

to be utterly true re, 

and a m — ce Balas tlia Gee SORMENA M CAE ce WA 

those who believe it are earnest, devout people, many of them members of 

our Christian churches They are y sincere their 

thoroughly convinced that it is in a with the —— of both Old 


and New Testaments. But a careful of the Bible the pas of 
reliable hi shows that they are oundly mistaken and this 
doctrine is fundamentally opposed to Christian truth. 


THE ORIGIN OF THE THEORY 


Where and when did this theory arise? In 1649 an Englishman, John 
Sadler, published a book in which he claimed certain resemblances between 
Hebrew and English laws and customs, But the real founder of the theory 
was Richard Brothers, another Englishman, born in Newfoundland in 
1757, who published about fifteen volumes in which he claimed that the 

people were direct descendants of the “Lost Tribes of Isracl.” He 
was a half-pay officer of the British navy but he proclaimed himself to 
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the —2* descended from King David, and | 
ied he would be revealed as “Prince of the Hebrews’ on November X 
be restored to the Holy Land and he would E 

become ruler of the world. He was finally taken to a lunatic asylum and 
died in 1824 without having attained the throne of David. 
T wentyone years later, oba Wilson, in a book, Our Jsraelitish Origin, b 

the aipe on its present basis, and other men, like Edward Hine 


Isracl, with himself as “the Deliverer out of Sion.” That was in 1871, jus 
75 years ago, and the great deliverance has not yet arrived. 
CHRISTIAN SCHOLARSHIP AGAINST IT 


It may be well just here to record the fact that the dependable 
of the Christian world repudiates the whole theory. The 





and entire diversity in language, physical t religious ns, and 
and pico Fy between the! hiner iL os y * 


Charles Foster Kent of Yale University, in his “History of the Hebrew 
People,” tya “It is obvious thar theories concerning the fate of 
the ‘Lost Ten Tri 








and anthropol mto be alle kaaa And the Jewish 
i u za 
£noyelopedia comer the whole theory fort “wila gurawor abn 
š an j My 
—— — —— alogies” and its interpretations 























son strong.” later in the reign of Asa many 
more Israelites flocked to Judah from the Northern Kingdom from Ephraim 
and Manasseh and Simeon. (2 Chron. 15: 9.) . 

Then in 734 and 722 B.C. came the invasions of Israel by the Assyrian 


from Dan to Beersheba to come and keep the Passover at Jerusalem, and 
multitudes of them came. And after cating the Passover and destroying 
the idols and heathen altars all over Judah and Ephraim and M 
| they went back to their own cities in Israel. (2 Chron, 30: 18-25; $1; 1-2 
Then, later still, King Josiah began a great reformation and im 
Chron., Chap, 35, we have a full account of the reat feast at which priests 
and Levites and the people of both Judah and Israel were nt. Then 
ne the two deportations of the Jews to Babylon and the Fall of Jerusalem 
B.C. when many Israclites were carried off with the Jews and they 
re reckoned together as “ALL ISRAEL” (1 Chron, 9: 1). 
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BOTH ISRAEL AND JUDAH COME BACK 


Fifty years later came the Return from Exile, under edict from s, 
King of Persia, including ciptives from both Assyria and Babylon, 
2: 2 tells us that the long — Oe SOOO people, Cree fe eee ee 
is “The number of the men of the people of Israel,” thus calling 
from Judah and the towns of the Northern Kingdom, like Bethel and Ai, 
all “Israclites.” In verse 70, Ezra informs us that “all Isracl dwelt in their 
cities.” Then when the returned exiles had finished building “the house of 
God,” we are definitely told in Ezra 6: 16-17, that “the ch of Israel, 
the priests and the Levites, and — rae aas te 
the dedication of ith j tt 
























































NEW TESTAMENT EVIDENCE 
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ISRAEL STILL IN PALESTINE 
Pentecost addressed his hearers as “Ye men of Israel” 


Peter 


is 





ATM Hert eet pe eed 
— HE — 
aie ify p i AR =e: 
TEIE janis mpu 
—— J 
E75 STEH iis get — 
BO au eet 
Ue e 
teed ae" i ni ; £ beng 
PH eee HEHH 25 3 
Peeti T THE Hi 
F a — 32 SEFE $ E 
Fae at: ~ —J— Jana Rarity 
Rii telat Hiei? zš; 
— ter aa Ji 
* Lite UA ma o 





a — a ee eee 

















ll. B-l THEORY HAS NO FOUNDATION IN HISTORY 


In most of their literature the British-Israclites make a great show 

si historical evidence in su = — — wi — 
istoric are s man legends, wi 

and rard irea ene ig ha beer the findi —— 
As Professor Jordan of Queen's University 
historical basis for such a fantastic view: it is so much in the air that it is 
not amenable to argument.” 

ae ————— yi egg Rong ea = the gery on not er 
to ine from Assyria, but esca crossing the Euphrates 
skirting the Black Sea, came into Europe where they became known as the 
ye. "But for this there is not a shred of historical proof. The 
—— were not a Semitic and the Israclites were. They also 
tell us that the Cimmerians of South Russia were another section of th 
Israclites who settled in Wales and were known as the “Cymry.” But the 
Scythians and the Cimmerians were two different peoples altogether. The 
“Cambridge Ancient History” tells how the Scythian hordes drove the 
Cimmerians southward into Assyria and Armenia about 720 B.C, just 






more 

ing is that there are honest and sincere e who tly believe 
it. Such a proposition flies in the face of Si own ects of Sha and 
defies all the principles of racial classification. ‘To state that the 
of the Southern U States turned into Chinamen in less than a genera 
tion would be no more audacious and no more untrue.” Read the article 
on the Scythians in the Encylopedia Britannica if you wish to know who 
the Scythians were and what happened to them, 


ZEDEKIAH NOT IN THE ROYAL LINE 


And what of the story of Jeremiah and the daughter of Zedekiah whom 
he “brought to Ireland and married to the of Ulster"? Well, it is 


daughter of Zedekiah ever beft t after they went in 586 B.C. 
Cha 44 of Jeremiah us last gli of the great in 
Tah in t vainly trying to win his people from olan ing 


that he went to Timbuctoo or the North Pole as that he went to Ireland, 
In any case the royal line of descent did not 


all talk about the King of England being descended 
is utterly a The fact is that Zedekiah was an in 
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British-Israclism makes a great deal of the text in which Je 
“David shall never want a man to sit upon the of 
Isracl” (Jer. $3: 17). They say that if the throne of David had 
entirely and the royal succession had ended, God would have been a 
therefore the dynasty of David was only “apparently in ted" 
fall of Jerusalem and was “reestablished simultaneously over 
where” (DI Truth, bp. 181-2.) But the throne of David 
entity did perish, and the Bible says so. Psalm 89, written in Exile, 
the promise made to David that his throne would be establ for 
and then says positively, in vv. 58-44, “But thou hast cast 
Thou hast been wroth with thine anointed. Thou hast —— 
to 
is 
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+ Covenant of thy servant; thou hast profaned his crown by 

h nd... hast made his br to cease, and cast throne 

f to the ground.” That is the definite statement of the Book, but the 

| — ———— — and do not quote it; avoid it as —* 
would the , co 

| God were morally ——— Real 

which God speaks, saying that 


Deut. 28: 15 Moses res, “And the Lord shall make the head and 
not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath: 
if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the Lord thy God, which 
| command thee this day, to observe and do them . . . But if thou wilt not 
hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to do all his 
commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; all these 
snd until thou perth quickly” (vv. 16-20), David himself ought to kaoa 
an u vv. i t to know 
about of God to him. Listen to him on his death- 
| bed telling Solomon, his son, to be sure and keep God's comma 
that God may establish His word, “If thy children take heed to their 
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shall not fail thee a man on the throne of Israel” 









P when Titus and his armics overthrew Jerusalem and tore 

b. enar we e ona E Aaus ar X —— 
kingdom succeeded to heritage of its promises was, a 

| | ki of Christ, of which Jesus when He 
ine Kineton J spoke when He said, 


om of is within you.” 


PROPHECIES FULFILLED IN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


— may waya are the prorthes mide: 10 “Abeshani shea tbe 
As we some 





fulfilled? Yes. seen, of them were’ fulfilled before 
other! edad — And the others are under the 
New C t, to the spiritual seed of Abraham Church. 
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Rock of our salvation.” “Our King!” 
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IV. BRITISH-ISRAELISM A PERVERSION OF THE GOSPEL 


British-Israclites insist that 
Kingdom. 


It is 


takable terms the Bible 
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| t their Dominion Commissioner, said, “E single 
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ina ; 
Isracl-Britain is the Bride of the Lamb.” (The Present Truth, p. 27.) And 


hus your heart and soul and garments washed in 
sng Seeger Remember that you are Isracl, and Israel redeemed.” 
ink of it! Britain is Israel. “Israel is the only nation Jesus came 
to redeem,” and ever member of that nation is already redeemed. “The 
God? 


that - 
Bride of the Lamb!” Is that the of the Ki of 
what Jesus meant when He said, “Go ye into all world and 
preach the to every creature”? I know that British-Israclism declares 
‘there is not a kingdom, nor a nation, nor a people on carth which is not 
i lan of the ages.” But it is “through the agency of 
inistcring Kingdom and nation that the —— of the 
on opahi must come to them,” (What is the BA Position? p. 2.) In other 

tion) must come to other nations 

is But did not Jesus say “Salvation is of 


DOCTRINE OF THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES 


‘The fect is that British Isractism is exactly the doctrine of the Scribes 
and Pharisees of Jesus’ day. This is exactly the kind of Ki they 
believed in and were eagerly expecting. The throne of David at Jerusalem, 
the Messianic King on it ruling the world with the help of 
people. Rome, Greece and the Barbarian world all under their 
banner=a swollen ideal of nationalism dominating the carth with 






| of God is within " (Luke 17; 
ritual kingdom in which God 
affairs, a kingdom entirely opposed to what the Jews were expecting. 






No throne but the human heart, no boundaries but the human race, no 

laws but the law of God, and no force or power but the power of love. 

it was because Jesus repudiated their idea of the Kingdom of God and 
on —* 


dom of lowe and service and sacrifice, because He con- 























“PROOF” FROM LANGUAGES 


Amongst the many so-cilled “proofs” of British-Israclism outside the 

Bible is the alleged similarity of the Hebrew and English languages. In the 

» Britahelerael Truth, on page 125, we are told shat, the English 

language “is Hebrew in many of its roots and much of its arrangement.” 
" Odlum, in his book God's Covenant Man, gives several 

of English and Hebrew words of similar sound and meani which e 


tlaims “show that the people who used that ! im the British Isles 
before the time of Christ were Hebrews.” .) On 65 he sa 
“the construction of the Hebrew, the old , and the ish of the 


King James’ Translation of the Bible are more similar than any other 
known language is to cither the —— or old British construction.” 
But Dr. Parker of McMaster University, Professor of Hebrew and Old 
Testament Literature, les to this, “No man in his right mind should 
make such an assertion. —— ayer doh i 26 
who will support him. . . . Ordinary derivatives from Hebrew roots are so 


coi stray By that not even one university professor out of ten could 
imention of them if asked to do so on the spur of the moment.” And 


exclusive of borrowed Bible names .. . 
root.” (The Ten Tribes and All That, pp. 47, 48.) Even the official state- 
ment of the British-Israclites, “God Omnipotent,” says on page 50, “There 
is really no argument from language.” To say that the word “British” 
omnes two Hebrew words, “Brith” and “Ish,” meaning “Covenant” 
and “Man,” and, therefore, the British are God's “Covenant eed or 
that the word “Saxon” comes from “Isane’s son,” is simply childish. Any 
dictionary will show the true origin of these words and prove the 
of such nded scholarship, They also tell us that Dane, Danube, 
Danaan are words, therefore the Tuatha da Danaan who come 
to Ireland before iah were the tribe of Dan, and the Danes of today 
ure descendants of Dan of the Ten Tribes, who came from Assyria by wa 

af the Danube, Well, what about “danger” and “dandy” and “dandelion 

and “dandruif” and “dangler” and “dancer”? Are they all Hebrew words 
tow? All relatives of the of Dan? You we how this kind of argument 
leads to uiterst nonsense. 


JACOB'S PILLOW AND THE CORONATION STONE 
Another sipposed proof of the British Isracl theory is the Coronation 











Stone in the Coronation Chair in Westminster . ht is daimed to be 

the actual sone which Jacob used as a pillow at L Com 28; 18.) 

They Jeremiah, the prophet, i im from 
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in it. They claim at is the “Pillar” spoken of im Isaiah 19; 19. But the 
Hebrew word “Matsbah” simply means a “ i "and 


times 

Sir Flinders Petrie, the (Sku ptologik, 10: eth ne EA 
—— Ile — — — —— Ler sean gos ’ 

spoi a “cubit” and “inch” a tis prophecies 
7 . As Sir W. Flinders Petric 3 











in heaven and than are dreamt of in the philosophy of 
any sine of history or Sacred Scripture. 


DANGEROUS INFLUENCE IN WORLD AFFAIRS 
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imist. Always have been, thank God. Send no more telegrams Let it 
alone.” (Churchil 


408.) 

And Fisher ied: Churchill was ruled and the Turks were 
allowed four wee DRES C9 ai AA ai paren nes 
was lost. Here is the comment of Lord Tweedsmuir on the whole thing: 
“It altered the whole course of the war, for at that moment T was, 
i literal truth, at her last gasp. We have the evidence of Enver; 
evidence of half a doren Germans on the spot. She was almost 


and 
capable in defence, nope, and he described ta me the complete 
te 
ple 
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in Constantinople, and he described to me the 
urkish Government and their German advisers 
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and Constantinople captured, Turkey would have been 
of , B would never have come in, Russia would have 
had her needs supplied and been kept in close touch with her western 
Allies and probably no Bokshevik revolution would have taken . or 
been very different, Austria would soon have been put out of a and 
would have ended in 1916 instead of dragging on to November 
But Fisher's infatuation with British-Israclism gained the day and 
— 
now, when world security depend so u 
friendship and —— between the great sone ah Ons 
world, we find the British-Israclites ing on a persistent —— 
against Russia, misusing the ancient of Isracl to predict table 
war with the Soviet peoples. This is a continuation of the vigorous 
campaign they PES Vaginan attacked _— — — the recent 
pr seg ae aga t t re giving aid to ussian people 
in howe al thelr dient need. hat kind of nda is most 
and unchristian, and can only foster i suspicion and 
with most tragic vences to follow. It not only degrades the 
Bible to the level of an inspired almanac, but it is a definite to 
another international holocaust worse than that which is just ended, 


si 
: 


A SERIOUS DANGER TO THE CHURCH 




















they are not a Church. A choice must be made. This issuc is 

whether we shall look backward and seck to restore the old 

e fanciful basis of British-Israclism, or whether we shall book 

oar eee ee Ty Eee A 
ol 
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— | ; and dominance over all 


noe thg * the Christ, the Good News of the 
ingdom'of God. hich, al diferences of nationality, race and tongue 
completely wba in the brotherhood of Christ. The old narrow 
roe uiid His Kingdom of peace 
| ns to His Ki 
ill in this world. "The * m of Heaven yp paca tn you.” 
esus, It is a spiritual — righteou , peace and 
oly Spirit.” It lives in the heart of ¢ n 
— he be white or black, yellow or red, Jew or Gentile, 
ant. Love is the atu ahera oF Aae pet renee ig ye 
entrance into it are faith i st 


because by many of its people 
ob eae : 
and Lord, the greater and stronger and more favoured wi 1 Britain become. 
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